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BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in      
America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recrea-
tional stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and 
management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use 
of the back country resource by horsemen and the   general public commensurate with our heritage. 
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization. 
 

December 2021 Notes from the President 

      Hello everyone, here we are in the holiday season, I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving/Friendsgiving holiday.   
   
     We have had our challenges these past couple weeks with the abundance of 
rain, homes and farms flooding, school closures and trying to navigate driving 
with all the road closures. My heart goes out to everyone who was impacted by 
this disaster.  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped those in need. It has 
been gratifying to see everyone come together during a time of need.  
  
    At our last Zoom meeting we elected our officers for the next year.               
Congratulations everyone and thank you to the officers continuing their positions 
for the year 2022!  The board has had challenges these past years; each one 
brings leadership skills and has the passion for the mission statement.  If anyone 
is interested in helping or assisting our board members please let them know. An 
extra hand is always needed.  
 
    I want to welcome back: Roger Edmunds Vice President, Bill Mckenna       
Director, Joseph Remenar Alternative Director, Fran Van Diest Newsletter/
Publicity/Assistant to the Secretary/Assistant to the Treasurer and Membership, 
Sharon Hoofnagle Secretary, Tim Van Beek Treasure, Trail Bosses Roger          
Nelson and Rocky Leavitt. And I will continue as your president. 
 
    I want to thank the committees who want to continue their support: Michelle 
Mckenna Sunshine/Verna McLeod Volunteer hours/ Mike McGlenn Trailhead 
committee/ Rocky Leavitt Packing Coordinator/ Roger Nelson Work                   
Coordinator/ Melinda Smull Auction Committee.  
 
    If you are ever at Bryce Creek Horse Camp please check out the new              
mounting block that Collette Collier, Ryan Heacock and their helpers made. It is 
awesome and sturdy. If you see them, give them a big thank you.  
 
   Quote " When I pray, I always thank Mother Nature for all the beauty in the 
world. It's about having an attitude of gratitude. " Miranda Kerr 
 
 ~ Cindy Piccolo WBCH President  
 
 
 

 
Check out our Website:  

http://www.whatcom-bch.com/ 
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2022 Elections 
 
President: Cindy Piccolo 
 
Vice President: Roger Edmonds 
 
Secretary: Sharon Hoofnagle 
 
Treasurer: Timothy Van Beek 
 
Publicity/newsletter: Fran Van Diest 
 
Trail Bosses: Rocky Leavitt  
                      Roger Nelson 
 
No nominations for membership, but Fran has volunteered to continue doing membership. 
The Director and alternate director positions were not due this year. Director--Bill             
McKenna’s term is thru 2022 and alternate Director--Joe Remenar is thru 2023. 

2021 
TRAIL BOSSES 

 
Cindy Piccolo 
360-961-4839 

 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

 
Joe Remenar 
360-818-4481 

 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
WORK PARTY 

COORDINATOR 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
PACKING        

COORDINATOR 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

EDITOR’S POLICIES 
 
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month.  Non-copyrighted 
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations).  Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal         
articles are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd, 
Bellingham, WA. 98226.  Email to: fvandiest@msn.com. 

Feb’21---Jan’22 

A Special Thank You to: 
Laurel Farm & Western Supply 

America’s Horse Country 
Weylin & Amy Eldred  
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216  
* 360/398-8050 fax 
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 
8:30am.to 6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.   

Membership for 2022 
 

It’s time to start thinking of renewing your  membership 
for 2022.   
 
Your membership ends December 31, 2021.  You can renew 
your membership by going to https://www.bchw.org/ click on 
membership/join/renew box and then click on join or renew 
link or complete the attached membership form and return to 
the address listed on the form.  
  
Under the new policy, all memberships go to Dana--
BCHW membership chair. 
 
Fran 

2022 Calendars 
 

The 2022 BCHW calendars are now           
available, Bill picked them up at the board of 
director’s meeting.  The calendars are $15.00 
donation to Whatcom BCH, if you wish to 
purchase one, they are at the Laurel Farm 
Store on Laurel Rd. Bellingham. 
Fran 
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Gen meeting minutes Nov 10 2021 
General Membership Meeting BCH 

 
Due to covid 19 the meeting was held by video conference, with phone access also. (Zoom) 
The meeting was called to order at 7PM by Cindy P. Fifteen members were present. 
The agenda was approved by Tim and seconded. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
Cindy gave a short history of Veterans Day and thanked our members who are veterans and their spouses. 
The minutes of the Oct 13 meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter, moved by Andy, seconded by  
Jackie. 
 
Treasurers report: Jackie- she is still not receiving info from the State. 
Income: $100 from State for membership $30- Cindy calendars, $75 Bill- calendars, $89.50 grant reimbursement 
for draw knife for a total of $294.50.    
Expenses: $21.61- Garmin, $41.31 Tim V- office, $1 check square, $346.69 Bill for board of director’s expenses, 
$16.72 Cindy ZOOM, net loss of 132.83. We have $3155.42 in checking. The savings and cd have not changed 
substantially. 
Sunshine: one member is having surgery 
Volunteer hrs: Verna reported $556.50 for Oct hours help the club in several ways. 
Re: treasurer and accounts- Joe is uncomfortable not being able to access our account online. We have not had a 
report from the state for 3 months. Rob DeBoer said that if someone has QuickBooks we can generate our own 
reports. Jackie does have CD reports. She said we do need to see our accounts to prepare a budget. Joe said that 
we should be able to see all chapter’s accounts. Bill- we need confirmation from State on our accounts. The State 
treasurer has been very busy. It was suggested we wait another 30 days and then contact the State for action. 
 
RTP grant: Bill- grant has been finalized. We did over 100% of the work at Schreiber’s, 90-95% of Excelsior, 
worked on Pioneer Camp, the Scott Paul Trail, two water fords, and High Divide. Gravel was left over, it will be 
used next year. Hip boots were purchased for the water ford work. 
Wine Ride: Bill- the ride did well, over 700 campers. Since it is a profit-sharing event our chapter will receive 
funds for Bill & Michelle volunteer work at the ride. Skagit had 5 volunteers. 
Regional: a new motion for the State reorganization will follow the BCHA form. It would require a by-law 
change. Bill, Joe, and Rob DeBoer from Skagit will be attending the next board of director’s meeting 
Calendars: Bill took 10 to Laurel and he has 3. 
 
Treasurer again: the caps on charges were discussed. There were some discrepancies.  Comments ranged from no 
cap on checking to 500 limit. Bill pointed out the cap is on WBCH money, not grant money. If we need to exceed 
caps call Teri (state treasurer) Get the invoice, send it to Teri, Teri will call the business. Sharon suggested phone 
calls are unreliable, communication should be by text or email. Sharon requested a written synopsis of the system 
to clarify it for the members. 
 
Y-Rd: Margaret H said we need signage for Y-Rd, hikers are parking in the trailer area. Sharon will put signs up 
and contact Margaret for suggestions and help. Signage that is up on user contact are working well. 
Chuckanut: Jackie- re: Raptor Ridge-Hemlock connection-the state is stalled on it for a while. There are a lot of 
trees down from wind storms on all the trails. Bill will try for a work party on Sat. to log out Lost Lake Trail- Fran 
will send out email. 
Saxon Joe- Bob and Cathy rode to the river, trail open. 
Auction: we need a place to store items. 
Vedder: Colette- re mounting block, they had most of the materials, gravel was on site, they had $28 in wood  
purchased. They were asked to submit expenses. 
Colette discussed the muddy spot on the main trail to the NE out of the trailhead and also blackberries narrowing 
the trail.  They have John’s permission to gravel it. They will be working on it at 8:30 tomorrow if anyone wants 
to help. They will also cut back the blackberries. 
Bill: he and Mike are trying to get a grant to work on the trail. Drainage is an issue. 
 

           (Continue on page 4) 
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(Continue from Page 3) 
General meeting minutes Nov 10, 2021 
 
Christmas Party: Rob DeBoer said Skagit is holding a Christmas get-together on their regular meeting date, Dec 
14th at 6 pm at the rodeo grounds. Whatcom members are invited. There will not be a business meeting. 
Colette suggested an informal event for Whatcom at Bryce. 
Joe moved that Whatcom hold a Christmas ride on Sat Dec 18th, cook-out at Bryce Creek. Bill seconded.              
Discussion- Joe recommended Verna handle arrangements. It was questioned if the grange was open, someone   
responded most the granges are closed. Bill prefers Bryce, ice storm will cancel. Sharon requested that icy roads 
cancel events, especially when hauling stock. Sharon called for the vote, the motion passed. Bill noted procedural 
error, should have called for end of discussion, then call for vote, 
Elections: the following were nominated 
President: Cindy Piccolo 
vice-pres.: Roger Edmonds 
secretary: Sharon Hoofnagle 
treasurer: Tim Van Beek   Bill nominated, Jackie seconded 
membership: Verna and Margaret H were nominated, both declined. Fran offered to continue to do it. 
Other nominations were called for, none made. 
Bill called for accepting the slate, Andy seconded. 
Fran will continue with publicity. Joe nominated Rocky and Roger Nelson as Trail Bosses. Cindy would like to be 
removed. 
The responsibility of trail bosses was described. They arrange for trail rides, flag trails, and are responsible for   
safety. 
Sharon called for the vote since we were running out of time, it was seconded by Andy. The slate was elected. 
Sharon moved we adjourn, Andy seconded 
meeting was adjourned at 8:30 
submitted by Sharon Hoofnagle, secretary 
 

THANK YOU  

I would like to thank the BCH members for your flowers, cards, phone calls, texts regarding my hip replacement 
surgery in late October, 2021.  The surgery was very successful and the hip is healing very, very well.  I am being 
good--listening to the doc and doing all my physical therapy exercises!! 

Also thank you to those who checked in with Harry and me during the flood offering help in any way we needed it. 
And to those who came on Saturday November 20 to help clean and put my arena back together as well as shovel 
out 3 inches of mud in that huge barn on the Tom Road!  And to those who continue to help.  

We are so very thankful. 

Your thoughtfulness and kindness means a lot.  So glad to be part of this group. 

Marie Tiemersma 

CLASSIFIED 
 

Place your classified ad here.  Classifieds are free to Whatcom BCH members, or just $3.00 for anyone else. Send 
your ad and money to the newsletter editor by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
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May’21--April’22 

WANTED:  7-15 YEAR OLD QUARTER HORSE OR QUARTER HORSE MIX MARE           
15 - 15.3 hands.  Good Trail Horse.  No bad habits.  References available upon request.  Please 
call:  Peggy or Ed Chase at 360-988-5332 
________________________________________________________________________________  
 

WANTED TO BUY - BOOTS FOR HORSES. Any size, condition, even trashy. No Easycare Styles. $5.00 
each?.  Marie Tiemersma; mtiemersma@hotmail.com; 360-815-5992  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BOARDING PLACE FOR HORSE:  I have a friend who is looking for a place to board a horse. Please let        
members know or put it in the next news letter. They can contact me at 360 318-5509 or jjyy@earthlink.net 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR SALE: 
MRS. CLAUS OUTFIT   $55.00 or Best Offer 
BEAUTIFUL RED FLEECE TRIMMED IN WHITE FAUX FUR. THIS WILL DEFINITELY KEEP YOU 
WARM! ADD A SANTA HAT AND PAIR OF BOOTS AND AWAY YOU GO!  
SIZE MEDIUM – LARGE  
JACKET:   23” BACK LENGTH, PRINCESS SEAMS FRONT AND BACK  FULLY 
LINED  
SKIRT: 34” LENGTH, ZIPPER / BUTTON WAIST  
If anyone would like a couple more pics, or needs info,  
please email, text or call.  Thanks 
Marie Tiemersma 
mtiemersma@hotmail.com 
360-815-5992 
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     2021 COMMITTEE        
 CHAIRS: 
 
          LEGISLATIVE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
      LEAVE NO TRACE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

   
   VOLUNTEER HOURS: 

Verna McLeod 
360-595-2744 

 
           PROGRAMS: 

Sharon Hoofnagle 
360-7344258 

          
           SUNSHINE            

Michelle McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
TRAIL HEAD  
COMMITTEE    
Mike McGlenn 
360-739-2619 

 
SCRAPBOOK 

Debbie Lagerwey 
360-354-2804 
Need Pictures! 

CALENDAR 
Due to the coronavirus, more information on the following will be sent by email at a 
later date.  All dates are currently pending until further notice. 
 
At this time work parties will be scheduled as needed and email will be 
sent to notify members. 
 
Nov 29, 2021--zoom board meeting at 7:00pm meeting. 
 
Dec 18, 2021-- Christmas party and ride at Bryce Creek horse camp--details still in 
progress, more information later.   Please send email to Verna at                            
verna@soundengineering.com if you are interested in having a ride/Christmas         
party. We need a head count. 

Sunshine Committee 
 

If you know someone that needs a          
little ray of sunshine, please           
contact Michelle McKenna at                
360-599-2526 or send her an email at:              
wintercreek10@gmail.com  

 

Marie Tiemersma: Get well card sent 
to Marie, she had hip surgery in       
October. 

  
Sharon Hoofnagle: Thinking of you 
card sent to Sharon, her friend/
neighbor that she was helping passed 
away. 
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Chuckanut Work Party, November 13, 2021 
Thank you to Jackie Yereance and Bill McKenna for taking 
care of the trees on the trail.  They spent several hours cutting 
and cleaning, now you can ride the trail. 
Fran 

Volunteer Hours 
 

Remember to report your hours each month to 
Verna at  verna@soundengineering.com.   
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VET NOTES  Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M.   Should I Pull shoes for Winter? 
 
Letting a horse go barefoot part of the year can be good for a horse's feet. The walls tend to thicken, the  
heels widen, and sole depth increases. The natural angles can be determined. Snow rarely “balls up” on the bare 
foot. Even just a month barefoot can make a change. However, there are pros and cons to everything. 
 
In the Northwest our trails range between soft dirt trails to rocky logging roads. Most trail horses are shod because 
the trails vary so much.  
 
The average horse should be able to work comfortably barefoot in an arena. If they can’t you need to have your vet-
erinarian do a work-up to determine why. If your horse is too slow or is constantly seeking out the soft shoulders 
instead of the center of logging roads they may be sore-footed.  
The cause should be determined, they may need corrective shoeing or trimming instead going barefoot. 
 
 But if your horse moves nicely, and just needs shoes because you often ride rocky or hard surfaces they may bene-
fit from going barefoot a month or so. Most people will either not ride or ride with boots during this time. 
  
 If you want to have your horse go barefoot here are some guidelines 
Avoid removing shoes just prior to freezes. 
Be aware that a barefoot trim is different than a trim for shoeing. A transition trim from shod to barefoot is also dif-
ferent from either a barefoot or shoeing trim. You will want a “transition trim” 
Your farrier may just slightly rasp the hoof walls to prevent cracking. They may show you how to do every 2-week 
rasping, or return themself in two weeks to rasp the feet again. After a transition trim you may think that you didn’t 
get your money's worth, the feet may look too long. That is a good transition trim. 
 
If you keep your horse shod and ride year-round your horse is likely to be ok. The feet tend to stay in better shape 
with exercise than if they are laid off extended periods 
 
But many of us are too busy around the Holidays to ride much. Dec 1 is a good time to pull shoes. That gives time 
for the feet to toughen before the Jan & Feb freezes.  

            SAVE THE DATE!    
          March 5, 2022 

 
THE WHATCOM CHAPTER OF                             

   
 
INVITES YOU TO OUR 23rd. ANNUAL FUNDRAISER AUCTION at 
the Deming Logging Show! 
 
More information at a later date.   
Our last auction was in 2019.  
 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the auction was rescheduled several times, at this time it’s still 
on for March 5, 2022.  For more information, contact Melinda Smull at 360-595-2137. 
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 Good day all, 
I took the tractor up to the Trailhead early this morning trying to beat the rain that was forecast.  The plan was to try 
to mitigate the water that has been running down the hill one the road past the toilets.  Also, is time permitted to use 
the rest of the crushed gravel to fill some chuck holes around the perimeter road. 
 
The road issue is a tough one.  the deep ruts continue up the hill past the first curve that you can see for quite some 
distance.  I took the tractor up about half way and it was not an easy trip.  Above the curve I was able to put in a 
water bar drain of the west side of the road into a small ravine. 
 
Down just above the toilets I have dug a fairly deep-water bar ditch all the way across the road angled into the 
brush and woods off the west side of the road.  Graded up quite a bit of the mud and debris from in front of the toi-
lets up the hill and shoved it out into the brush.  I piled up gravel/dirt on the downhill side of the ditch all the way 
across the road.  Then repurposed one of the berm rocks that my tractor would actually lift and put it in the center 
of the road just above the toilets. 
 
The road is really not safe for vehicle travel.  Horses being careful can still make it up to the trail.  If someone is 
particularly eager to go up a quad could make it around what was dug and built this morning.  But no normal 
pickup or car should attempt it. 
 
The approaches to the toilets are still a bit muddy.  But useable.  Perhaps some gravel or beauty bark for a path 
could be done at some point.  
 
I went around the west edge of the parking area and pushed drain ditches off into the brush and at a lower level than 
the gravel road.  Then used up the rest of the crushed gravel which didn't solve all the low spots but did help with 
some of them. 
 
I took some before and after photos which I'll try to get to Fran pretty soon.  The work isn't real pretty but should 
help with the safety of our investment should heavy rain show up again.  Jon Bosman had talked about blocking off 
the road with rocks or a log.  His excavator could probably do some good with the road itself or his larger tractor.  
Will talk with him about that. 
 
Best regards, 
Mike 
22 Nov 21 
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Volunteer Hours for           

October 2021 

Basic---243, skilled---173,                      

admin--30.5, travel--110,                           

for a total of 556.5  

Andy McLeod 
Bill McKenna 
Charlie Despain-Toyes - nm  
Cindy Piccolo 
Colette Cloutier 
Dan Windisch - nm 
Don Saben 
Fran Van Diest 
Jackie Yereance 
Joe Remenar 
Judy Kinna 
Kent Miller - nm 
Michelle McKenna 
Mike McGlenn 
Neil Gardner - nm 
Petra Karpsteinova - nm 
Rocky Leavitt 
Roger Edmonds 
Roger Nelson 
Ryan Heacock 
Sam Brulotte - nm 
Sharon Hoofnagle 
Sylvestre Avena - nm 
Terry DeBruin 
Tom Wigg 
Verna McLeod 
Wesley Tucker - nm 

             Advertising Rates 
  
Full Page----$45.00 per month, limited to space  
available 
  
1/2 Page…$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00 for a yr.  
  
1/4 Page…$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00 for a Yr. 
  
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00 for a 
Year 
  
Classifieds………$3.00 per month 

More pictures of 
the work done by 
Mike McGlenn at 
the Vedder            
trailhead on Nov 
22, 2021 with his 
tractor. 



 

 

 



 

 

  

Fran Van Diest 
WBCH Newsletter Editor 

723 Van Wyck  Rd 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

(360) 734-2567 

 

Next 
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen 

 
Meeting: 

General Meeting: no meeting in December 2021  
  

Tentative: Christmas party and ride at                         
Bryce Creek Horse Camp 

December 18, 2021 
 
  

 

 

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back 
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist 
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To 
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen 
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new 
chapters in the state organization. 
 

 


